
We knew most of the neighbours on the street. 
It was safe for children to walk to school by 
themselves and retail outlets were nearby. We 

walked a great deal because the family only had one car. 
We had a sense of community – a place where we belonged.

Pure nostalgia? Not really.

Many Canadians are recognizing that a sense of community 
begins with careful attention to the kinds of neighborhoods 
we develop, and that steps can be taken to improve the ones 
we already have. 

The economic challenges in providing health care, infrastructure 
and services, combined with a population which is interested in 
becoming more physically active, have created an opportunity 
for changing the way we design our communities. The time is 

ripe for urban planners, transportation engineers, recreation 
planners and the health promotion sector to advance the 
case for compact mixed use planning i.e. mixed residential, 
business, and community facilities in a neighbourhood setting. 

Providing accessible opportunities for physical activities 
within communities helps foster a healthier lifestyle. Walking 
and cycling are reportedly the favourite physical activities 
of Canadians. Planning for these favourites can generate 
economic benefi ts by making land use and transportation 
more effi cient. An important by-product is improved health, 
reduced traffi c pollution, reduced crime, a livelier community 
atmosphere and a lifestyle which encourages young people 
to fi nd their entertainment in healthier ways. 

L ike The Junction circa 2008 and Dundas West circa
 2006, Long Branch is a neighbourhood that’s been 
 coming up a long time. 

Long Branch used to be cottage country back when it took 
a couple of hours to get there from downtown. Though 
there are only one or two of the original cottages left, the 
neighbourhood south of Lake Shore still feels a little cottagey, 
like the Beach south of Queen. Except the houses are about 
half the price. Right on the water is the Lake Promenade, 
where house prices are measured exclusively in seven 
fi gures but then there’s the part north of Lake Shore, a little 

strip of houses between the street and the railway corridor. 
The houses are a little smaller, a little less well kept and a 
lot less expensive. The farthest one is about a fi ve-minute 
walk to the lake.

The strip itself is in a commotion just now. There are about 
double the number of vacant storefronts that there were 
when I fi rst took a look around two years ago. To some, 
this might seem like a bad thing. Which it could be. It could 
also be a sign that the landlords are betting the strip’s time 
has come and are raising the rents, and one generation 
of mostly motley shops is giving way to a new one. There 
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In the past decade, Humber College has invested tens of 
millions of dollars to purchase or lease and “repurpose” 
the historic lives of some Lakeshore buildings. “I think the 

city sees us as a major agent for change in the Lakeshore 
revitalization,” Humber College President John Davies said 
in a recent sit down interview in his offi ce. “I’m delighted 
about that because I see it that way, too.”

In addition to repurposing surrounding buildings, the newly 
constructed L Building is a $35-million architectural and 
campus centerpiece boasting a high-end media lab and 
cafeteria. Davies lauded Etobicoke-Lakeshore MPP Laurel 
Broten for helping Humber secure $30 million in provincial 
infrastructure funding for the build. The feds contributed 
another $5 million.

The college’s Lakeshore Campus boasts 6,000 full-time 
students, with enrolment pressure necessitating the college’s 
expansion in the community. Future Humber challenges 
include fi nding additional real estate for its at-capacity 
residence of 400-plus students.

Humber sees itself as a “driving force” in the Lakeshore’s 
revitalization, Davies said. “We come at (Lakeshore campus 
expansion) with a long history of being good neighbours, 
knowing the city and the community is really invested in 
the Lakeshore revitalization activity,” Davies said. “We 
know we’re the major institution along the Lakeshore. 

We know we can really be instrumental in bringing very 
positive changes on the Lakeshore and we think that way.”

Etobicoke’s Lakeshore is close to the centre of the city, still 
relatively affordable, with great transit links. “I’ve said to 
many people, ‘If I was young, coming to Toronto right now, 
I’d be buying in Lakeshore,’” Davies said. “It’s going to be 
a Beach. You can see it in Port Credit. It’s developing a bit 
of a different vibe. I think (Etobicoke’s Lakeshore) has got a 
better vibe to develop. It’s got a historic street to relate to. 

“I think it’s not far off. It’s a lot of concentrated work. I’m 
delighted that Humber will be a central part of it.”

At Issue: Humber College 
‘driving force’ behind 
revitalization
By Tamara Shepard

Where the streetcar ends: take a visit 
to Etobicoke’s Long Branch
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We knew most of the neighbours on the street. 
It was safe for children to walk to school by 
themselves and retail outlets were nearby. We 

walked a great deal because the family only had one car. 
We had a sense of community – a place where we belonged.

Pure nostalgia? Not really.

Many Canadians are recognizing that a sense of community 
begins with careful attention to the kinds of neighborhoods 
we develop, and that steps can be taken to improve the ones 
we already have. 

The economic challenges in providing health care, infrastructure 
and services, combined with a population which is interested in 
becoming more physically active, have created an opportunity 
for changing the way we design our communities. The time is 

ripe for urban planners, transportation engineers, recreation 
planners and the health promotion sector to advance the 
case for compact mixed use planning i.e. mixed residential, 
business, and community facilities in a neighbourhood setting. 

Providing accessible opportunities for physical activities 
within communities helps foster a healthier lifestyle. Walking 
and cycling are reportedly the favourite physical activities 
of Canadians. Planning for these favourites can generate 
economic benefi ts by making land use and transportation 
more effi cient. An important by-product is improved health, 
reduced traffi c pollution, reduced crime, a livelier community 
atmosphere and a lifestyle which encourages young people 
to fi nd their entertainment in healthier ways. 

Inside Toronto, February 10, 2011. 
(www.insidetoronto.com/community/education/article/953290--at-issue-humber-college-driving-force-behind-revitalization) 

(Top) Humber School of Liberal Arts and Sciences Rendering, 
(http://www.humber.ca/recruitmentnews/newsletter/wp-content/
uploads/2011/03/BldgL-for-IFC-pg.jpg)

(Inset) Humber School of Liberal Arts and Sciences Photograph, 
(http://www.humber.ca/liberalarts/programs/academic-upgrading/
our-purpose)

A 7-Storey Boutique Condominium on the 
Corner of Lake Shore & Long Branch Avenue
Designed to be a hallmark building featuring timeless elements 
of traditional architecture combined with modern sensibilities 
of design and function, this exclusive community will 
be located just steps from Lake Ontario’s waterfront. 
With easy access to public transit and several 
major highways, Watermark promises to be 
the perfect place to call home.

1 Bedroom  •  1 Bedroom + Den  
2 Bedroom  •  2 Bedroom + Den
649 sq.ft. to 1,225 sq.ft.

$297297,297900
STARTING FROM 

Monday to Thursday 1:00pm to 7:00pm,
Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 12:00pm to 5:00pm

queenscorp.com | 416.354.2221

PRESENTATION CENTRE
3609 Lake Shore Blvd. W., 
Suite 104, Toronto, ON
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All prices & specifi cations are subject to change without notice. E.&O.E. All Illustrations are artist’s concept only. Brokers protected.

The mark of distinction.mark of distinction.mark

With your home being one of your biggest investments, 
it’s important to choose a builder with experience and 
a passion for excellence. Founded in 1992, 
Queenscorp Residences has built a solid reputation in 
the home building industry, as demonstrated in their 
architecturally distinct landmark communities in south 
Etobicoke, Mississauga and Oakville. As winners of the 
2010 BILD “Best New Home Design Award” and the 
prestigious Ontario Home Builder’s Association “Most 
Outstanding Multi-Unit Home”, Queenscorp continues to 
deliver effective and effi cient home designs which live up 
to the standards of even the most discerning homebuyer. 
Watermark promises to be another exceptional landmark 
building—we welcome you to be a part of it.

are some new shops, like Bravebody Pilates, looking every 
bit as bourgeois as its name, and Vitess, a custom bike 
shop that’s so high-end there are no bikes in it. Then there’s 
the corner of Lake Shore and 40th Street, at the strip’s 
westernmost end. Woody’s Burgers Bar and Grill has been 
there for a while, but just in the last year or so, Burrito Boyz 
has opened up and, in what’s become the ultimate sign of 
a neighbourhood in mid-arrival, an indie cafe has landed. 
Fair Grounds, it’s called.

Long Branch is also home to Al Lago, an Italian restaurant, 
owned and run by Abdul “Mike” Malik. He’ll greet you 
when you come in, and takes great pleasure in telling you 
he doesn’t have a menu. Just order something Italian, and 
he’ll see what he can do. If he doesn’t have the ingredients, 

NEW SUITE RELEASE
Parking and locker included 
 Additional parking available 
Parking and locker included 
 Additional parking available 
Parking and locker included 

By Bert Archer

(continued on page 2)
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In 2010 Diamondcorp, in affiliation with Kilmer 
Brownfi eld Equity Fund L.P., submitted an application to 
the City of Toronto for the redevelopment of 3560–3600 
Lake Shore Blvd. West (the former Arvin Meritor site). 
The proposed development would see the currently 
vacant – former industrial lands house 550 residential units; 
the proposal includes mid-rise condo buildings along the 
Lake Shore Boulevard West frontage which may have retail 
or commercial uses on the ground fl oor. On the balance 
of the site, approximately 200 stacked townhouses, 

new parkland and new public roads are proposed. It is 
estimated that this development would provide housing for 
approximately 1,000 new residents.

In addition to the proposed residential units, the application 
also provides for a linear park located at the rear of the site, 
adjacent to the CNR Rail Corridor. The linear park would 
allow for future expansion into neighbouring properties, 
with the intent to create a linear park system with other 
recreational facilities and schools in the area. 
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he’ll suggest an alternative. This is the kind of place that can make a neighbourhood. 
And when it’s on the same strip as Fogarty’s, The Empanada Company (with its 
extraordinarily good empanadas), the lake two minutes south and a 24-hour streetcar to 
take you straight downtown along Queen and back again, all this neighbourhood needs 
are the businesses that will be moving in to those vacant spots to cater to the millionaires to 
the south and the neighbourhood families to the north.

Yonge Street Media, April 20, 2011.
Tanja Tiziana, “Long Branch Public Library”

Area Redevelopment:
120 Twenty Fourth Street
City of Toronto, Staff Report

Diamondcorp, in affi liation with Minto Communities, submitted an application in 2011 to 
the City of Toronto for the redevelopment of 120 Twenty Fourth Street, a former industrial 
site. The application proposes the construction of 144 stacked, ‘back to back’ townhouse 
units contained in 6 separate blocks. 

Also proposed is a central landscaped open space area within the site featuring both hard 
and soft elements. The site also incorporates a series of pedestrian walkways which help 
break up the site and provide access and frontage to a number of the units.

www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2011/ey/bgrd/backgroundfi le-39796.pdf (August 9, 2011). 

Area Redevelopment:
3560–3600 Lake Shore Blvd. West
City of Toronto, Staff Report

The two-phased revitalization plan for Marie Curtis Park 
includes a children’s waterplay area, fenced-in off-leash dog 
park, common greens, a lakefront boardwalk, pedestrian 
and bike trails, a BMW track, new parking lots and a turning 
circle, and several seating areas, among many other features. 
The fi rst phase is expected to be complete in 2011, followed 
by the second in 2012.

“This is an exciting project that began back in 2007 with 
three public consultation meetings on how we could work 
with the City of Mississauga to make a great waterfront 
park,” Area Councillor Mark Grimes said, noting that a 
follow-up, outdoor meeting this past June garnered many 
improvement suggestions. 

While the plan was originally scheduled to proceed as 
part of the now-stalled Arsenal Lands plan in Mississauga, 
the City of Toronto and TRCA have opted to proceed with 
plans to redesign the Toronto portion of the park.

Under the new plan, the fi rst phase of the plan in 2011 calls 
for the construction of a children’s waterplay and family 
gathering areas, as well as a walkway from 42nd Street 
and running along Etobicoke Creek, in the northeastern 
portion of the park. Further south, a beach boardwalk 
will be constructed along Lake Ontario, as well as several 
seating areas. 

The second phase calls for the creation of a pedestrian trail 
network, edge planting and woodlot forest restoration and 
parking lot replacement.

Plans unveiled for $8M waterfront park project
By Cynthia Reason

Marie Curtis Park
CONCEPT MASTER PLAN

SLR Consulting (Canada) Ltd. “Marie Curtis Park Concept Master Plan”, (http://www.markgrimes.ca/long-branch)

Diamondcorp Rendering, (http://www.diamondcorp.ca/)

Diamondcorp Rendering, (http://www.diamondcorp.ca/)

Inside Toronto, November 10, 2010. www.insidetoronto.com/article/901059--plans-unveiled-for-8m-waterfront-park-project

www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2010/ey/bgrd/backgroundfi le-32268.pdf (July 28, 2010).
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